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1. This intemational preliminary examination report has been prepared by this Intemational Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



1 



. sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

in 1^ Non-establishment of opinion with regard fo novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement imder Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



L Basis of the report 



Lonal application No. 

PCT/JP2003/007963 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1.16 

pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the letter of 



, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



1-12 



_ , as originally filed 



13, 14 



_ . as amended (together with any statement imder Article 19 
. ; , filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 04 December 2003 (04.12.2003) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1-8 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 



, , filed with the letter of 



pages 
pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



pese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following lan^age ,^ch is: 

LJ the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international appUcation (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ ^^e^^anguage of tbe translation fimiished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

^' Z^Jt^Zi *° nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the international 
preliminary exanunation was carried out on tile basis ofthe sequence listing- appucanon, ine miemauonai 

contained in the international application in writtoi form. 

— fil^ together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I — I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The stetement &at the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
mtemational application as filed has been furnished. 

tera &SS ^ infcnnation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



□ 
□ 



4. 1 The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of- 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

5. □ '^l^^^i^'' established as if (some op lie amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicatcd in the Si^plemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* fn^l^^r^nlrJ'T-^!^^!* Aave 6e«j/«,7,&A«f to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are r^erred to 
aJ7O.1T "'^^'^iyfi'^'l "ot annexed to this report since they do not contain amendmm^ (^k^70.16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be r^erred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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Int^^pbnal application No. 

PCT/JP 03/07963 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novel^, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
Citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-14 YES 

Claims j^q 

Inventive step (IS) * Claims 8-12 yeS 

Claims 1-7, 13-14 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-14 yES 

Claims j^q 



2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1-7 and 13-14 

Document 1 (JP 07-273610 A (Nippon Telegraph and 
Telephone Corporation), 20 October 1995, entire text, fig. 
1-5, (Family: none)) discloses a master/slave-type flip 
flop circuit configured from a differential circuit for 
reading-in (reading-out) data and a differential circuit 
for maintaining data, which are cross -coupled, and well- 
known latching comparators that are connected via a two- 
stage cascade connection, wherein the size of the 
differential circuit for maintaining data is configured so 
as to be smaller than the size of the transistors in the 
differential circuit for reading-in (reading-out) data in 
order to accelerate the circuit. 

Document 2 (JP 06-291618 A (Toshiba Corp.), 18 
October 1994, entire text, fig. 1-4, (Family: none)) and 
document 3 (JP 08-056140 A (Toshiba Corp.), 27 February 
1996, entire text, fig. 1-20, (Family: none)) disclose 
means for decreasing the operating current of the 
differential circuit for maintaining data to a level which 
is lower than that of the operating current of the 
differential circuit for reading-in (reading-out) data, 
and document 2 specifically discloses the feature of 
controlling the current by matching it to the transitory 
component of the switching signal . 



Foma PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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InK^^Mial application No. 
PCT/JP 03/07963 



Claims 8-12 

The documents cited in the international search 
report do not disclose the feature of providing a 
"differential pair for maintaining data, which comprises 
two differential pairs that are connected in a series via 
a low-pass filtering circuit," and this feature is not 
obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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